
Travelling to and from Cessnock 

Option 1: Drive yourself there 
Driving yourself to Cessnock is probably the best method, especially if you want to extend your trip 

before and/or after the Wine Guild tour. Plan to arrive at the Wine Country Motor Inn in time for the 

Welcome Dinner on Friday at 6.30 pm for a 7.00 pm start. Check-in is available from 2.00 pm. There 

is plenty of parking available. 

Options for extending your tour if you self-drive include: 

 a visit to our National Capital, Canberra 

 a drive through the Snowy Mountains, perhaps via the King Valley Wine Region 

 whale watching in Port Stephens (the season begins in May) 

 a trip north to Port Macquarie, Coffs Harbour and/or Byron Bay 

 a visit to Sydney 

 a coastal trip south to Kiama or Bateman’s Bay 

 checking out other wine regions such as Mudgee, Orange, Canberra District, Hilltops and 

Riverina.   

There are numerous other possibilities.  

Option 2: Fly to Newcastle 
The current direct flight options from Melbourne (MEL) to Newcastle (NTL) on a Friday are: 

Jetstar: Depart MEL 11.50 am, Arrive NTL 1.25 pm 

 Depart MEL 13.25 pm, Arrive NTL 5.00 pm 

 Depart MEL 8.00 pm, Arrive NTL 9.35 pm (and miss the Welcome Dinner) 

Virgin Australia: Depart MEL 12.25 pm. Arrive NTL 1.55 pm 

Virgin offers other options via Brisbane.  (over 5 hours!) 

Qantas only offers flights via Brisbane.  

 

Direct return flights on a Monday are: 

Jetstar: Depart NTL 6.00 am, Arrive MEL 7.35 am 

 Depart NTL 14:35 pm, Arrive MEL 16.15 pm 

 Depart NTL 17.30 pm, Arrive MEL 19.10 pm 

Virgin: No direct flights during the week on Monday or Tuesday. 

Virgin and Qantas offer flights via Brisbane. 

Transferring from Newcastle Airport to the Wine Country Motor Inn, Cessnock 

Book transfers to Cessnock  through Newcastle Airport Information Services Desk 

Phone: (02) 4928 9822  

Email: nais@newcastleairport.com.au 

You will need to book well in advance as weekends are always exceptionally busy. 

The cost depends on the number of passengers in the booking. 

mailto:nais@newcastleairport.com.au


For 1 person the cost is between $80 and $125. If two people book together the cost becomes 

between $50 and $62.50. The more people in the booking, the cheaper it gets. For example, for a 

booking of 5 people the cost becomes less than $30 per person. The table below provides more 

details. 

 

Number of 
people 

in group booking 

Cost per person 
(one way) 

1 $80 - $125 

2 $50 - $62.50 

3 $40 - $45 

4 $35 

5 $29 

6 $25.83 

7 $23.57 

8 $21.88 

9 $20.56 

10 $19.50 

 

Please note 

1. The same fares apply for the return journey. 

2. The prices shown are current for October 2014 and may increase between now and the tour 

3. These prices are for transfer between 7am and 7 pm. If flights arrive after 7pm or passengers 

need to be picked up to be brought to the airport prior to 7am, there is a $15 surcharge per 

booking – not per passenger. 

There is also a public transport option to transfer from Newcastle Airport to Cessnock.  Catch the 

130 bus from the airport to Newcastle railway station, then catch the 160 bus from Newcastle 

railway station to Cessnock Coles, and walk across to the Wine Country Motor Inn. 

The timetable for the 130 bus can be found at 

www.pscoaches.com.au/timetables/network-timetables/Port_Stephens_To_Newcastle.pdf 

The timetable for the 160 bus can be downloaded from www.rovercoaches.com.au.  

Option 3: Fly to Sydney 
If you prefer to fly to Sydney, there are quite a few options for getting to Cessnock, including using 

public transport in the form of trains to Newcastle and bus to Cessnock. 

Shuttle services will be very expensive unless you organise yourselves into a group on the same 

flight. See www.airportshuttlesaustralia.com.au/new-south-wales-shuttles.html#sydney . 

Other options can be found at http://www.winecountry.com.au/how-to-get-here  

The public transport option involves 

1. catching a train at the airport to Sydney Central 

2. catching a train from Sydney Central to Newcastle railway station 

3. catching the 160 bus from Newcastle railway station to to Cessnock Coles, and walk across 

to the Wine Country Motor Inn. 
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