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EXPAND YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND WINE APPRECIATION.  

 

ITINERARY. 

BALLARAT REGION. 
 

( Including the dinner and evening show.) 
 

“BLOOD ON THE SOUTHERN CROSS.” 
 

 SATURDAY 16
th 

AUGUST 2008. 
 

Coach Captain: Peter Henderson.   - Coach Mobile Ph. 0409 173 725. 

Tour Leader: Bob Bailey. (President.) - Bob’s Mobile. Ph. 0428 553 329. 

 
Note: For any reason you are late, please ring either mobile number. 

 

Depart:     9.00am NARRE WARREN.             Mobil Service Station.  Cnr.Pound & Shrives Rd. 

        Contact Adrian for parking. 0413 886 000.   

 

Depart:     9.30am. MURRUMBEENA    10 Blackwood Street, Murrumbeena. 

   BOWLS CLUB.   Parking on street up from bowls club. 

 

Depart:     9.45am. BOX HILL GOLF CLUB.  Bus Stop. 

 

Depart:     10.00am. DONCASTER.   Cnr. Manningham & High Street. 

        Melway 30 Map 33 A9. 

        Opposite McDonald’s and Red Rooster. 

Depart;     10.30am. OTHER PICK UP.      

Arrive:     11.30am. ST. ANNE ‘S WINERY. EST: 1972. 

   64 Garrards Lane, Myrniong. 3341. 

   Tel: 5368 7209. 
   St. Anne’s makes a range of premium table wines, Rhine Reisling, 

   Chardonnay, Cabernet sauvignon and Shiraz and is also well known 

   for outstanding fortifieds and dessert wines. 

   Established by the McLean family in 1972. 

   St. Anne’s has continued the tradition of well-tended vineyards and  

   alluring wines with two cellar door locations, at Myrniong and Moama. 

   The Myrniong vineyard is nestled amongst the picturesque Pentland Hills. 

   This verdant and fertile valley with the nearby historical town of Bacchus Marsh 

   and the goldfields of Ballarat, sets the scene for many award winning wines.  
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   Here we will catch up with Angus McLean for a tasting and a tour 

   of the winery.  2lt flagons are availabe to fill and purchase  from their  

barrels of fortified wines.  

Lunch:  12-1pm. A lunch BBQ arranged by Barbara Cecchi will be served here at the winery 

   on the verandah next to the tasting room with wines selected from St. Annes.  

 

 Depart:   1.00pm. 

Arrive:     2.00pm. DULCINEA WINERY AND VINEYARD.  EST: 1983. 

   85 Jubilee Road, SULKY.    Tel: 5334 6440. 

   It is from the sentiments contained in Don Quixote that the vineyard, owned by 

   Rod and Veronica Stott at Sulky near Ballarat, draws it’s inspiration. 

Rod had a dream to plant a vineyard as a hobby, even though he knew little 

about it, and after much brainstorming for geographically appropriate and 

homogenous names, for their small property, Rod and Veronica chose 

“Dulcinea” because it encapsulated their “dream.” 

Rod studied viticulture at Charles Sturt University while the fruit was sold off 

to winemakers with Rod and Veronica being able to taste ‘the fruits of their 

labour’ from returned bottles. 

The inevitable “Quixotic turn” took place in 1994 when Rod and Veronica 

decided to build a winery and take the product of Dulcinea into the commercial 

world. 

In summary, the back label on Dulcinea wine expresses the context of Rod and 

Veronica’s dream and the essence of Cervantes “Don Quixote” , it says……. 

“In Cervantes’ story, Don Quixote dreamed dreams and tilted at windmills. 

He loved and believed in Aldonza and she became his        DULCIEA – 

the sweet and beautiful one.” 

This will become our DULCINEA and produce wine that is sweet and beautiful. 

   A tasting has been arranged with Rod. 

Depart:   3.00pm. 

Arrive:    4.00pm. Mt. COGHILL WINERY. EST: 1995. 

   Learmonth / Clunes Rd, COGHILLS CREEK. TEL:  5343 4329. 

Here we meet with Ian and Margaret Pym. 

Their vineyard was first planted in November 1995 with 1280 rootings 

of Pinot Noir.  The following year 450 Chardonnay vines were planted. 

The first harvest in 2000 produced ½ tonne of Pinot Noir and 1.5 tonnes of 

Chardonnay. 

The 2001 harvest was an excellent crop and they decided to put their label on 

the wine.  The harvest yielded 4 tonnes of Pinot Noir and 1.5 tonnes of  

Chardonnay.  The Chardonnay was bottled in December 2001 and the  

Pinot Noir in June 2002. 

 

Their grapes are hand pruned and hand picked by the Pym family at the 

optimum time.  Maturation has been a mix of new and old oak French oak 

barrels.  
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                                    The harvests of 2002 and 2003 were somewhat affected by the drought.  

However, in 2004 they had a bumper crop of 12 tonnes.  This will be made 

into Rosé, Chardonnay (unwooded and wooded) and Pinot Noir, a total 

of 420 dozen. 

The 2002 Chardonnay won a Bronze Medal at the Federation Square  

Victorian Wine Region Showcase held in June, 2004.  The Chardonnay 

also won first place in the “People’s Choice” for white wines. 

Ian is also well respected through out Victoria for his beautiful photos 

that will be on display on our visit. Purchases are most welcome. 

Depart:    4.45pm.      

Arrive:                
Depart:    5.15pm. SOVEREIGN HILL. 

   “BLOOD ON THE SOUTHERN CROSS.” 

Dinner.   Buffet Dinner at the Charlie Napier Hotel in the Main Street of Sovereign Hill. 

Show:       6.45pm to 8.15pm. 

   More than 1.5 million people visit Soveriegn Hill each year, with about 

   1 million of them seeing ‘Blood on the Southern Cross.’ 

   After dinner, the real action starts in the outdoor theatre for 90-minute story  

   of murder, corruption and rebellion.  Shadowy trapeze artists are silhouetted 

against the circus big top; the Eureka Hotel explodes into flames; a runaway 

wagon hurtles towards the audience…..the special effects are stunning. 

After a ride back to the main street we are treated to the appearance of  

“Peter Lalor” striding across the upstairs verandah of the United States Hotel. 

This gives us a taste of why he went on to become a member of Parliament. 

 

The flag was first raised on November 29, 1854, when thousands of diggers  

protested against their unjust treatment at the hands of the colonial  

administrators. They were angry at the steep licence fee they had to pay for 

prospecting and at the brutal way it was being collected.  The flag was flying 

defiantly inside the hastily built stockade on December 3 when 280 troopers 

and police attacked the 150 miners.  About 30 miners and 5 police died in 

the brief but bloody fighting. 

   FACTS: 

 Blood on the Southern Cross is a fully-automative production. 

 The show is set over Sovereign Hills 25-hectare sight. 

 The show is controlled by eight computers and seven video projectors. 

 Some of the dramatic fire effects in burning of Bentley’s Eureka Hotel were 

the first ever attempted in Australia on a regular basis. 

 The show operates with 3.000 lights. 

 Several 10-metre tall lighting towers house state-of-the-art ‘intelligent’ 

      lights capable of turning night into day. 

 More than 110 kilometers of electrical control and fibre optic cable are 

buried underground, enough to stretch from Ballarat to Melbourne. 

 Over $2 million has recently been spent on new upgrades. 

 

Depart:   8.30pm.     

Arrive: 10.30pm. DONCASTER.   10.45pm  BOX HILL GOLF CLUB. 

            11.00pm. MURRUMBEENA BOWLS CLUB.     11.30pm. NARRE WARREN. 


