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After being picked up by the coach at Officer at 7.30am, the first three attendees were on their way to our 
next stop at Box Hill from where we were due to depart at 9.15am, heading for the last stop at Lilydale and 
departing at 10.00am for the Yarra Valley. Garry, the Coach Captain coped extremely well with the morning 
traffic on the Monash Freeway from Officer, which meant we arrived very early, 8.50am, at Box Hill.  
 
Not being able to park in the bus stop at Box Hill for any length of time, Garry parked the coach in the 
Family Centre car park while 31 members and guests boarded,  after which we picked up the remaining 6 
attendees at Lilydale.   
 
Having a very comfortable coach with 52 seats made for a very pleasant journey for our 40 members and 
guests.  We arrived at Sutherland Estate at 10.30am where Bob Bailey gave a brief introduction to Kath 
Phelan, the winemaker and owner of Sutherland Estate.  After Kath warmly welcomed our group we were 
served with morning tea, consisting of an assortment of Danish pastries, muffins, croissants and brewed 
coffee, which was quite a change from our usual pate, bread rolls, cheese and cold meats. 
 
At the conclusion of morning tea, Bob reintroduced Kath who then talked about the building in which we 
were seated. It had been built by her father. She then presented us with 11 of her wines for a very pleasant 
tasting experience. We started with a delightful 2010 Sparkling Pinot Noir Chardonnay, which was followed 
by 2015 unwooded, 2013 and 2014 Chardonnays. The 2013 Chardonnay was exceptional. 
 
Moving away from the Chardonnays we tasted a 2015 Gewürztraminer, 2013 Rose, 2013 Pinot Noir, 2014 
Tempranillo, 2013 Shiraz and a wonderful 2011 Sparkling Tempranillo. Kath mentioned that the 2011 
Sparkling Tempranillo wine was very popular and was possibly the only wine of its type in Australia. All of 
the wines were well received by all participants. After several purchases were made Bob thanked Kath for 
the delicious morning tea and wonderful wine presentation. At 12.05pm we departed, heading to our next 
winery, Soumah Estate, for lunch and more wine tasting. 
 
On arrival at Soumah Estate John Gillies introduced owner Brett Butcher, who is very passionate about his 
vineyard and its location in the Yarra Valley, not to mention his planting of several northern Italian grape 
varieties. Prior to being seated for lunch at 1.00pm we were presented with several wines. The first wine 
was a 2014 Savarro, a green skinned, tight bunch grape grown in the Bolzano region of Northern Italy from 
around the 10th century, after which we were presented with a 2014 Pinot Grigio, 2013 Sauvignon Blanc, 
2014 Brachetto, 2013 Viognier and a Pinot Noir. The Savarro was crisp with a nice balance of fruit, very 
refreshing and proved to be a favourite with most Wine Guild members and guests. 
 
During lunch we were served a Chardonnay. Although we didn’t have much ‘elbow room’ during lunch we 
thoroughly enjoyed the lovely menu of swordfish, pulled shoulder of lamb and a vegetarian dish. Brett 
spoke about the three vintages of Chardonnays that were offered - 2011, 2013 and 2014. Most people 
agreed that the 2013 vintage was the most outstanding. Tea and coffee followed the Chardonnay tasting at 
which time John Gillies thanked Brett for his hospitality, after which we boarded the coach at 2.15pm to 
head off to Helen’s Hill Estate. 
 



On our arrival at Helen’s Hill Estate, we were welcomed at the upstairs cellar door by two beautiful 
Labrador dogs, known as the ‘Beer Dogs’. Once everyone was settled in the cellar door, Jenny, our host, 
introduced us to the Ingram Road range of wines. She explained here that the Helen’s Hill range of wines 
were not available for tasting on week days. It was also disappointing that the Ingram Road Chardonnay 
was sold out because this particular Wine Guild tour was intended to allow us to taste James Halliday’s 
nominated Best Chardonnays. 
 
The wines presented for tasting were a 2015 Pinot Grigio, 2014 Sauvignon Blanc, 2014 Merlot and 2014 
Pinot Noir. Although the wines were of reasonable value, they were not of the standard of those at the 
previous two wineries visited on the day.  
 
As most people were still replete from lunch it was decided the usual Wine Guild tradition of afternoon tea 
would not take place. Instead Bob Bailey served fruit cake on the coach to those who chose to indulge 
while on our way back to the first stop at Lilydale. We arrived at Box Hill at 4.45pm, where 31 members left 
the coach with their wine purchases and which left only 3 people to return to Officer at 5.30pm. 
 
All in all, it was a most successful day for the first Wine Guild Victoria midweek tour, and we all look 
forward to having another one next year. 
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